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White Home Aide Is Investigated 





By Jtack Anderson 

.While ’ I>rew Pearson , »* 
covering the' summit cort/ef 
• mcf, Jiu associate Jack An- 
derson is watching ihe Wash- 
l jmgtoh scene. 

I • Even as former President 
ITruman’s appointments secre- 
tary, -Matt Connelly, tfas fi- 
nally shut belfind bars last 
, week, the Dem- 
ocratp began in- 
vestigating his 
is -u ccenor 
!P r e aidcnt' 1 
!E 1 1* nhower’a 
appoiptm e n t.s 
secretary and 
White Hous 
prankster^ To: 

Stephens. 

They want to 
know more 
about Stephens’ 
with the Blue Ridge .Gas Com 
pany, which won. the .right to 
distribute* gas In Rockingham 
County, Va., after one of the 
lengthiest 'battles ever fought 
before the Federal Power Com- 
mission. 

The Commission, even - re- 
fused to hear a .competitor, 
Virginia Petroleum " Jobbers 
Association, which . asked to 
appear in opposition. The 
Court of Appeals later -over, 
ruled the Commission and 
forced it to go through tb$‘ 
hearings all oyer again.. But 
the second verdict- came out 
the same ns the first 

Rack* tag® Influence? 
Th* Democrats haye now 
heard.*flurt Stephens not only 
was a iteajor . stockholder and 


Anderson . 

connections 


vice president of Blue Ridge 
but may have used his White 
House connections to Influ- 
ence COJnnrtsslpner Frederick 
fauieck’a vote. 

Stueck tbfd this cbliunn that 
he has talked occasionally With 1 

Stephens but denied that FPC , — 

matters were ever discussed. game time, he isaertedly 


VJl 

be operated outof bothhis 
law office and the . White 
House. . ’ i 
Then in Match, 19!W, hr 1 ac- 
cepted reappointment as the; 
President’s appointments sec- 
retary and again divorced 
himself. from his law firm. At] 


During the time the Blue 
Ridge case Was pending before 
the. Commission, Stueck esti- 
mated he had* been in touch 
with Stephens “a half dozen 
times.” theie contacts were 
“purely social,” .Stucek said. 

He recalled that he .had 
lurched with the-Whlte House 
aide, although he Rad no mem- 
ory for the 'details. He was 
sure only that they hpd never.| 
met In cither’s office and had 
scrupulously avoided mention- 
ing FPC business. 

The publielty-shy Stephcni 
got Into politics through for- 
mal:. Attorney General Her- 
bert BrownelL Stephens 
handled undercover political 
assignments for the- Dewey- 
Brownell political machine. 
This experience may explain 
why •Stephens always fades 
out of the background- when 


In -and Out 

After . he joined- President 
Eisenhower's' staff, Stephen* 
formally cht . his ties with 
hole-in-the-wall -Wash in gt o n 
law, firm which suddenly 


sold his Interest In Blue Ridge 
to Ms. law" partner’s mother. 

Th* Utw partner, H. Douglas 
Weaver, fcno is-also president 
of Blufe Ridge, insisted to this 
column that Stephens midi a 
clean break with both the law 
office and gas company. Htysg. 
ever, Democrat* on the HoUqe 
Legislative Oversight Sjtbeo* 
rnitfoe Intend tolnvcstigate b 
themhalves-'-gs part of. t£*lr 
probe pf the Federal-. Poorer 
Commission. - " : 

* Note?— Born In Ireland and 
brought up In Brooklyn, Ste- 
phens la known iruUde .the 
White House for bis kihocept 
mischief.,. He • succumbed lime 
day to sn irresistible urge to 
wear one brown shoo and one 
black shoe to work. On anoth* 
er occasion, he. .brought 'M 
phony Chinese celebrity to foal 
White House. 



pictures are snapped arpunffi o h {_a tj o, fl tot v • 
the White House. I * ,7 

The mystery has ‘now been 
solved as to who put out the 
photay story thait the U-z spy 
plane disappeared after report- 
ing an oxygen failure over 
•'Lake Van, Turkey. 

The release was-prepaxed ln 
the State Department bjr t>ep- 
uty Assistant Secret* 

M. 3. fCretmnn Ifi a J i 
Ip the White i effort to- caver -up.’ 
eral ' months, | about our aerial 
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began 
back to 
but kept 
Houle, 



flng. -. Ho went 
Ann In 1955 



He Iflew ithat a . powerful 
monitoring station in. Turkey 
had tracked the spy plane 1200 
miles into Russia and' had 
overheard the ' commands-, of 
the Kpsiian fliers who finally - 
intercepted it over- Sverd- 
lovsk. 

Because it U an unwritten 
rule of -international diploma? 
cy never to admit espioa* 
however, be 'prepared 
phony statement. Spoki 
tor the Defense Departme] 
warned, that- the Ru 
might aalv-age the d- 
plane and even capture- JBsfi*: 
Pilot. Then tbef Would be.ahto^ 
to prove , that the Unite®-, 
States .not only was sftdfg*"" ’ 
but lying; 1 

Krettmsnn referred the:des . 
clsion to the Wbitp- Houspa, 
where . Press, Secretary Jlnj- , 
Hagerty finally approved the_ 
phony Statement. So far ’sra 
this eolimin can learp, flag-' 
orty CUd not consult Presb-^ . 
dent Elsenhower but rnado., ' 
the dedsion op his own re", 
sponsibllity. ...: 

Later the Defense Depart-' 
ment’S worst fears turned ouf 
to be aU too well founded. 

Note-rOne run son the fake - 
report fooled , so* many top 
officials is that two U-2 pianos 
were involved in the May Day 
mission.' The second U-2 was * 
flying along the Soviet border- 
as a decoy. For a while, many, - 
officials thought it was the 
second plane that had re-' 
ported oxygen failure Search 
flights fro n Adana, Turkey, 
even scoured the Lake Van- 
area for a downed U-2. 
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